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When a Tokyo native spends years writing a book on the history of black and indigenous Brazilians, a common question is, why? To that I can only respond that it is the result of many encounters with extraordinary people I have come to know over the years, and I apologize for any names I may have missed.
I was fortunate to attend an undergraduate institution with an exceptional faculty that encouraged students to test their boundaries and pursue their interests. I am deeply indebted to Anthony Molho and Meera Viswanathan at Brown, two scholars who took the extra time to mentor and inspire me with their love of learning. At New York University (NYU), my advisor Michael Gomez's deep intellectual engagement with the African diaspora is matched by his dedication to his students, and my appreciation only grows as the years pass. Barbara Weinstein has shown me the magical combination of sheer brilliance, boundless generosity, and irrepressible humor; how fortunate I am to have been at NYU when the city welcomed her home. Sinclair Thomson has been a serene ray of light who cleared many an intellectual storm. It is thanks to him that I took the leap into indigenous history. Ada Ferrer has been a model of acuity, rigor, and imagination. Her classes kindled passions and heated debates, a wonderful experience that inspires my own teaching.
Danny Dawson is the origin story of many people, and I am no exception. He taught me about quilombos and the incredibly rich cultures of people of African descent in the Americas; he has opened paths that have led to incredible discoveries. I am delighted and honored to be among his many "children." I also express my deep gratitude to Mestre João Grande, who introduced me to the richness of Brazilian history and has xi Tosta and their families for their brilliance and friendship. This book is also in loving memory of Frede Abreu, a man of incomparable charm and kindness who helped researchers and travelers from around the world from his office in the Instituto Mauá. I hope this book will find a place in his library.
At Cambridge, I thank my editor, Debbie Gershenowitz, who championed this book from early on; the Afro-Latin America Series editors, George Reid Andrews and Alejandro de la Fuente, who embraced a book that is also about the indigenous Americas; Kris Deutsch, Robert Judkins, Salam Mazumder, and Terry Kornak; and the two anonymous reviewers whose close reading and thoughtful comments have allowed me to envision the larger reach of this work. Caroline Traugott has taught me to be a better writer; Bill Nelson is a great cartographer; and Erik Carter, a wonderful jacket designer.
An earlier version of Chapter 1 was published in Slavery & Abolition 35:1 (2014), and a part of Chapter 5 appeared in the Americas 68:4 (2012).
As the years pass I am increasingly aware of how migration has defined my own life. In no small way my ties to home owe to my decadeslong friendship with Erika Hirokawa, Anna-Marie Farrier, Chikako Kobayashi, Kaoru Nishikawa, Yuki Moriuchi, and Aika Yamazaki. I also thank Dagan Bayliss, Jeremy Harley, Tatsuya Imai, Danny Massey, Yuko Kitajima Miller, Nyneve Minnear, Chijioke Okeke, Gordon Walker, and Chris Yoon for their many years of friendship and inspiration. Ben Moser introduced me to Brazil and the beauty of the Portuguese language while we were at Brown. I wish I saw everyone more often.
My extended family in Japan, especially my grandparents, Ikuko and Teiichi Yamada, and the late Kikuye Miki, has wondered what exactly I have been doing in the United States since I left for college at eighteen. I am deeply grateful to all of them for offering me countless opportunities in life. I express the deepest gratitude and love for my mother, Masako Miki, who "let her dear child travel," as the Japanese saying goes, and has unconditionally supported my decidedly nonmedical pursuits (I am a doctor, at least). To her I dedicate this book. In the United States I thank Marilyn Ontell, Elan Bogarín, Troy Herion, and the Abanor and Woolley families for welcoming me into their fold. Jonathan Bogarín has been a patient, loving companion through many moments since our meeting in front of a Brooklyn brownstone. He has remained my greatest friend, advocate, support, and voice of common sense through extended research
